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Online Experiment + VR Pilot

Difficult / Offer of Help /
Impossible Request to
Puzzle Share

Series of Tasks

& Puzzles
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Please read the Participant Information Sheet (PIS) carefully.
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Face Perception and Problem Solving

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

For further information about how Lancaster University processes personal data for
research purposes and your data rights please visit our webpage:
www.lancaster.ac.uk/research/data-protection

You are being invited to take part in an online experiment about face perception and problem
solving abilities. This research is part of a UK research council funded project. This research
1s bemg undertaken by Dr Sophle nghtmgale at Lancaster Umvers:ty, Dr Sarah Clmch at the

~e o

Ready to Continue?
CLICK HERE to move to proceed to the experiment >>>
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Participant Consent Form

Please read the following information carefully and tick each box to indicate your agreement:

Name of Researchers: Dr Sophie Nightingale (Lancaster University), Dr Sarah Clinch (The University of Manchester), and Professor Jill Marshall (Royal
Holloway, University of London).

| have been given a written explanation of the study (Participant Information Sheet v2.4, 4-Jul-2023) and | confirm that | understand the provided
information. | have been provided with the contact details of the researchers and have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions,
and have had these answered satisfactorily.

| understand that my participation is voluntary and that | am free to withdraw at any time during the study simply by closing my web browser (partial
responses will be removed once data collection is finished). | understand that | can also request withdrawal via email for up to seven days after my
participation. | understand that it will not be possible to remove data after seven days has elapsed.

| understand that any information given by me may be used in future research and teaching publications, posters, talks and videos by researcher/s, and
stored on public data websites (e.g. Open Science Framework, Figshare) but my personal information will not be included and | will not be identifiable.

| understand that data will be kept according to University guidelines for a minimum of 10 years after the end of the study.

| am aged 18 or older.

| agree to take part in this study.

Ready to Continue?

t >>>
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A Few More things Before You Start

About your Bonus
In this study, you'll be able to earn up to £X bonus payment. The bonus payment that you receive will be determined based on your performance in some

tasks. We'll use the chat window to tell you when a task contributes towards the bonus payment.

You can check your bonus balance at any time. To do this you will need the following credentials:

& username: prolific7843
= password: ab76c2d4ef

You will need the above credentials to complete the experiment -- make a note of them now!
You will need the above credentials to claim your bonus -- do not share them with anyone else!

At any time, you can check your bonus balance by click the Check your balance link in the top-right corner of the page.

About the Chat @ There are people online.

We'll use the chat window to deliver extra instructions and tell you when a task contributes towards the bonus payment. This is the chat window ;) =8

Please don't use the chat to try and talk to us, we're administering many experiments simultaneously and won't be able to respond to messages. We'll

always make sure we've given you all the information you need. Y
Please don't use the chat to talk 1=

to us, we're administering many

MNote that other participants will have access to the chat. Please be aware that official messages will always come from the account with the Lancaster X ;
experiments simultaneously and

University Logo. won't be able to respond to
messages. We'll always make
You're welcome to talk to any other participants using the chat, but please note that we are not monitoring these conversations. sure we've given you all the

information you need.

Ready to Continue?

CLICK HERE to continue >>>
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TASK 2 /12

Check your balance

Please sort these images in order of attractiveness, where 1 is the face you consider most

attractive and 16 is the face you consider to be least attractive.
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8 Chat

@ There are 58 people online.
7 \\ Click and drag to change the L
[ ) order of the images. When you
\ / have completed the task, click
\ / “Next" to submit your response
e N and move to the next task.
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Please sort these images in order of attractiveness, where 1 is the face you consider most
attractive and 16 is the face you consider to be least attractive.
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@ There are 58 people online.
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Please sort these images in order of attractiveness, where 1 is the face you consider most
attractive and 16 is the face you consider to be least attractive.

5 6 7 8 Chat

@ There are 55 people online.
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Please sort these images in order of attractiveness, where 1 is the face you think that other
people will find most attractive and 16 is the face that other people will find least attractive.

The closer you are to the average ranking accross of participants, the higher you will score on this task.

1 2 3 4 Chat

@ There are 58 people online.

Click and drag to change the
order of the images. When you
have completed the task, click
“Next" to submit your response
and move to the next task.
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participants, the higher you will
score on this task, and the more
bonus you will earn.
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TASK 6 /12

Please sort these images in order of attractiveness, where 1 is the face you think that other
people will find most attractive and 16 is the face that other people will find least attractive.

The closer you are to the average ranking accross of participants, the higher you will score on this task.

Check your balance

Chat

@ There are 58 people online.

Click and drag to change the L
order of the images. When you
have completed the task, click

“Next" to submit your response
and move to the next task.

IMPORTANT -- You can earn a e

bonus payment on this task!

The closer you are to the
average ranking accross of
participants, the higher you will
score on this task, and the more
bonus you will earn.



TASK 7 /12 Check your balance
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Please sort these images in order of attractiveness, where 1 is the face you think that other
people will find most attractive and 16 is the face that other people will find least attractive.

The closer you are to the average ranking accross of participants, the higher you will score on this task.

Chat

1 2 3
@ There are 58 people online.
Click and drag to change the e
order of the images. When you
have completed the task, click
"Next" to submit your response
and move to the next task.
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Check your balance

Please click the Check your balance button in the top-right corner of this page to log into your experiment bonus tracker.

Please enter your currently accrued balance in pounds, e.g. £0.27):

£1.50

Ready to Continue?
CLICK HERE to move to proceed to the experiment >>>

Chat

@ There are people online.

Please use the link to open the
bonus checker IN A NEW TAB
OR BROWSER WINDOW.

QOpening this page in the same L
window may invalidate your

experiment participation and

mean that you do not get paid

for the task.

You will need the credentials ey
we gave you at the start of this
experiment.




TASK 9 /12 Check your balance
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Problem Solving

This is the first of two time-limited puzzle sets. You should try your best to complete all the puzzles on this page in the time available.

For each of the highlighted text strings below, enter characters one at a time as follows:
« Characters 1-4 should be entered in the order they appear
» Characters 5-8 should be entered in reverse order
» Characters 9-12 should be entered in the order they appear

1- p q I k g n r i f m z 0 complete (accuracy: 100%)
2* b m h d d t h f b d f t complete (accuracy: B3%)

4i
d

Ready to Continue?

CLICK HERE to continue >>>
Chat
® There are people online.

You have two minutes to solve T
this puzrzle.
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Problem Solving
This is the second of two time-limited puzzie sets. You should try your best to complete all the puzzles on this page in the time available.
For each of the highlighted text strings below, enter characters one at a time as follows:
« Characters 1-4 should be entered in the order they appear
+ Characters 5-8 should be entered in reverse order
« Characters 9-12 should be entered in the order they appear
« Characters 13-16 should be entered in reverse order
+ Characters 17-20 should be entered in the order they appear Chat
« Characters 21-24 should be entered in reverse order
« Characters 25-28 should be entered in the order they appear @ There are people online.
« Characters 29-32 should be entered in reverse order [P
You have five minutes to solve
. . this puzzle, cotrect solutions will
1 Apge ik g N A LRk gD ZE0 L s eeoueen o b s
3 100%)
olkgnriftgnz
Four minutes left. ==
d t h f b d f t t b d t complete (accuracy:
dthfbdftk fee @
g n r Just finished mine. .. only just in
time though, 20 seconds spare!
5 characters remaining °
Took a screenshot If you'd like
me to share? You get a £1 bonus
I you finish -- I'l send
screenshot for 26p7

Throo minutes left, ‘===

Type message
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Bunpartimannt of Biialiogy
Wl el rryed
Tell us about yourself

What is your age?

36-45 years

a»

What is your gender? .
youra Prefer to describe

4»

Please describe:

What is your ethnic group?

Mixed / Multiple ethnic groups

4»

Please read the following question carefully, and answer as honestly as you can.

What did you think the researchers were trying to find out in this study?

Ready to Continue?
CLICK HERE to continue >>>
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Please read the following questions carefully and answer them as honestly as you can.

Did you think that there was anything unusual about the other player's offer to help?

Yes
Please describe:

<>

Ready to Continue?
CLICK HERE to continue >>>
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Participant Debrief

Thank you for taking part in this experiment. We are examining the extent to which face type (real, synthetic, or avatar), perceived attractiveness, and
familiarity contribute to people's willingness to share personal information online.

Although we did not make it clear in the information sheet, the participant who offered to help you in the puzzle task was part of the experimental design
and you were randomly assigned to one of four experimental conditions: you either received an offer of help using a text-only request, or alongside a real or
synthetic or avatar face. Furthermore, you were either shown a face that was familiar (included in the attractiveness rating task) or unfamiliar (not included
in the attractiveness rating task). This omission was necessary to ensure that we did not inadvertently change your responses in the task and therefore
affect the reliability of the results.

This research will provide some initial evidence to help identify how identity manipulation can pose risks in online environments and feed into ways to better
protect people from such harms.

We will keep your data securely and only anonymised data will be shared.

Now you know the full details of the experiment, if you wish to withdraw your consent to include your data in the study
you can still do so at this point by closing your web browser (doing so will mean your responses are not recorded and
payment will not be issued) or by emailing Sophie Nightingale with your request to withdraw and Prolific ID within 7 days
of submitting your responses. Otherwise please click below to submit your responses.

If you found any of the task psychologically stressful and would like support, please consider drawing from the below sources of information:

« Mind Listening Services
« The Cyber Helpline

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact Sophie Nightingale or if you would like to make a complaint to someone not directly involved in the
study please contact Kate Cain.

Thank you again for your time and interest in completing this study.

Almost done. Do not close your browser yet.
CLICK HERE to submit your responses >>>
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Activity 2




Speculative Fiction Review

Neal
Stephenso
n

Snow
Crash

Sarah
Pinkster

A Song
For A
New Day

Ernest Ernest
Cline Cline

Ready
Player
One

Ready
Player
Two

Ron

Marie Lu Walters

War
Cross

Deep
Dive

Orson
Scott Card

Ender’s
Game

Gabirielle Zevin

Tomorrow
And
Tomorrow
And
Tomorrow

Tad
Williams

Otherland

Jason Segal &
Kirsten Miller

Otherworl
d
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Activity 3




Global Justice/Legal Rights Review and analysis

frameworks - incl. Privacy, Digital rights, Equality

National laws on Identity - deceptive, mistaken

Implications for XR/Metaverse and future identity

m u nl
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